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;corbic acid in administrated 
Jantities appropriate to reduce 
e pH of soda-containing emul­
ans to a range of 5.7 to 5.9 and 
e addition of 0.04 per cent so­
um ascorbate led to an im­
'ovement of red color forma­
m. When sodium ascorbate 
as applied in dosages not in­
lencing the pH, emulsions' 
ater-holding and fat-binding 
lpacities increased as did the 
lished sausage products' firm­
)ss. Improvements in these 
oduct characteristics as weil 
; firmer bite-feel of the finished 
lusages can also result if as­
)bic acid is allowed to become 
fective at dosage levels which 
11 restore the emulsion's pH to 
: original state. These results 
Ime unexpectedly, however, 
ld warrant additional research 
J as to be studied in more de­
il. Negative effects of a soda 
jdition with respect to these 
'oduct properties were prob­
)Iy diminished bya lowering of 
e pH due to ascorbic acid's ef­
cts and the capability of the as­
Jrbic acid or its salts to create 
duced milieu conditions and/ 
. complex bindings of heavy 
etals existing in a sau sage 
nulsion. 

1en it is empty the ''speed-one™'' 
n be quickly opened and refil­
j - if desired with a variety of sheet 
:es. This makes it interesting for 
,th small and medium-sized 
neral businesses and for large­
ale operations with above average 
n sheet consumption. (Folag AG, 
,lienwerke, CH-6203 Sempac-Sta­
n, Switzerland) 

Liquid smoke 
ecial methods of smoke conden­
tion have made it possible to 
lnufacture a liquid smoke concen­
te which is virtually free of undesir­
le secondary substances such as 
and polycyclic, aromatic hydro­

-bons. Liquid smoke nevertheless 
'ltains all of the preserving, fla­
Jring and colouring substances. 
nventionally generated smoke 
1 contain hydrocarbons which, in 
ne cases, can constitute a not in­
lsiderable health risk. The liquid 
oke can be applied using the 
'osolising or spray method, by 
1e injection, immersion or direct 
:llication , thereby allowing smoke 
louring to be applied to products 
ich had not previously been ac­
;sible to this treatment. In addi-
1, smoking times are radically 
Jrtened, environmental pollution 
3ssened and investment costs are 
.uced. (Condimenta, Klagenfurter 
. 1 - 3, D-70469 Stuttgart, Ger­
ny) 
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A LOOK AT THE MEAT INDUSTRY IN THE FORMER USSR: 

The Ukraine as a case in point 

I 1's April as our Tupolev TU 134 
touches ground amidst a light 

snow flurry on the furrowed, 
bumpy runway of Kherson Air­
port. Watching out for yourself 
now becomes the motto to mas­
ter the moment, because the 
brakes decelerate the aircraft so 
abruptly that each and every va­
cant seat is liable to become a 
dangerous weapon hitting the 
passenger in front with its simple 
wire frame backrest that easily 
tilts forward with no arresting 
latches there to stop them. 
Everyone looks forward to leav­
ing the cold passenger cabin 
with its sticky air smelting of gar­
lic and food leftovers. There 
weren't too many people on 
board. Smalt wonder that the air­
liners are no longer solidly 
booked as used to be the case. 
What is typical for almost alt suc­
cessor states of the former So­
viet Union also holds true for the 
Ukraine: economic downturn 
takes on a dramatic form. 2,500 
per cent inflation in 1992 and a 
budget deficit in the order of 45 
per cent of the gross domestic 
product are leaving their marks 
on the people's standard of liv­
ing. 
"Luck's been on our side", is 
what most passengers probably 
think when leaving the aircraft. 
Being lucky in a twofold sense: 
For one, it's no easy feat to book 
a flight on the recently founded 
Ukraine Air as kerosine has been 
in short supply for months; for 
another it is absolutely unbeliev­
able that the aircraft's tires, worn 
out and treadless as they are, 
should have made it safely 
through the acid test of touch­
down for yet another time. 
Fuel shortage in the Ukraine is in 
no way restricted to airline traffic 
alone, but has affected the entire 
energy sector, with the Donets 
Sasin and its huge mineral coal 
deposits the only exception. 
With an estimated 40 billion tons 
on the Ukrainian side, these de­
posits are among the largest on 
earth and almost twice as rich as 
Germany's hard or mineral coal 
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reserves. Only eight per cent of 
the country's petroleum require­
ment are supplied by the domes­
tic oil production; the degree of 
self-sufficiency in natural gas is 
somewhat higher, but still only 
22 per cent. 
Reason for the energy crisis is 
the fact that old structures which 
used to govern the economic re­
lations among the member 
states of the Soviet Union are 
falling apart. As the Ukrainian in­
dustry is so highly integrated, it 
should be in the best, most 
prominent interest ofthe Ukraine 
to engage in multilateral agree­
ments with the former republics 
of the USSR. Up to now, how­
ever, Ukrainian interest in this re­
spect is hardly in evidence, be­
cause here the CIS (Common­
wealth of Independent States) is 
viewed merely as a transitory in­
stitution for the purpose of justly 
distributing the assets of the for­
mer USSR. This attitude also ex­
plains the fact that the Ukraine 
has so far deliberately blocked 
the creation of effectively coordi­
nating measures within the CIS. 
Again for this reason, the Rus­
sian Federation has decided to 
make energy supplies to the 
Ukraine available against pay­
ment in hard currency only -
and hard currency is scarce. 
Contrarily, the Ukraine also re­
quests account settlement for its 
titanium, uranium, iron and man­
ganese exports in hard currency 
also. Because of its huge 
uranium reserves, nuclear power 
production still takes a front seat 
in the Ukraine's policy of energy 
provision. And because a barter 
agreement exists which requires 
the Ukraine to supply Austria 
with 800 gigawatts of electrical 
power annually, the RSMK reac­
tors of the Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant, which were tempo­
rarily closed down, have also 
been switched back on, to re­
sume their mains supply. 
During the flight from Kiev, the 
nation's capital with 2.6 million 
inhabitants, to Kherson, located 
approximately 500 km to the 

south, a look at the landscape 
below shows that the Ukraine is 
a gigantic agrarian country. 
Huge black earth (chernozem) 
areas give this land its distinct 
character. In fact, 55 per cent of 
the country's area, 33.4 million 
hectares (almost 83 million 
acres) are made up of land with 
this fertile, deep-bearing soil. 
That's also about 50 per cent of 
all the black soil areas known to 
exist worldwide. Correspond­
ingly small is the country's 
wood, pasture and grassland 
area, with forests accounting for 
only 14 per cent and grassland 
only 12 per cent of the total of 
603,700 square kilometers 
(233,090 sq.mi.) which, byarea, 
makes the Ukraine the largest 
country in Europe, excepting 
Russia which, of course, has its 
land area on two continents with 
the major portion in Asia. 
To the west, the Ukraine borders 
Poland and the Siovak Republic; 
to the southwest its common 
borders are with Hungary, Ro­
mania and Moldova; to the north 
i1's Belarus; Russia borders the 
Ukraine to the east and south­
east, while the Slack Sea and the 
Sea of Azov form its natural bor­
der to the south. Presently, so me 
52.1 million people live in the 
Ukraine, with the country divided 
into 25 administrative regions. 
Contrary to Kazakhstan, where 
the Kasakhs actually only ac­
count for 40 per cent of that 
country's population, such gravi­
tating ethnic inhomogeneities 
are largely absent in the Ukraine, 
where only 27 per cent of the 
total population are Non-Ukrai­
nians of wh ich 22 per cent are 
Russians. 
For "Die Fleischerei", flying all 
the way down to Kherson be­
came neccessary because the 
directors of the Collective Meat 
Combinates of Kiev refused ad­
mission to their plants. In them, 
the old communist "Nomencla­
tura" is apparently still so deeply 
rooted that every visitor is apriori 
declassified as an industrial spy. 
Both Ratushnyi Sergej Vasil-

yevitch, director of "Gosagro­
prom USSR", the largest Kiev­
based meat combinate, and Ya­
roslav J. Snigur, director of a col­
lective poultry combinate ap­
proximately 150 km outside of 
Kiev, regard their respective 
operations as off limits to foreign 
visitors. 
Once again it becomes obvious 
that the building of market-econ­
omical structures is still in its 
early stages. That privatization in 
the Ukraine advances sluggishly 
only is certainly also due to the 
fact that perestroika and glaz­
nost have yet failed to intrude the 
ossified brains of many former 
party functionaries. In Kherson, 
on the other hand, progressive­
ness is much more pronounced. 
Policies followed here are far 
more outgoing, with those in 
leading positions striving for a 
cooperation with partners from 
the west. Mrs. Viktoriya Niko­
layevn Yasenchuk, the director 
of the two largest meat com­
bines ("combinates") in the 
Kherson area, and Yurij Ma­
medovich Aliev, her chief eng in­
eer, go out of their way to answer 
each and every question a visitor 
may have, and no door is left 
locked. 
The Kherson meat combine 
works in two shifts. The second 
shift starts work at 11.30 p.m. 
Touring the plant starts with the 
livestock holding pens. After arri­
val from alt parts from the 
country, the slaughter animals 
must pass through a narrow ais­
leway in order to get to the meat 
combine's actual premises. This 
aisleway also serves as the posi­
tion where the animals are 
counted. Subsequently the an i­
mals are weighed and then 
slaughtered. In lieu of an official 
veterinary inspection of the live 
animals, temperature measure­
ments are taken as the only 
measure, and there is no vet 
present. 
At the Kherson plant, 400 heads 
of cattle and 800 pigs are 
slaughtered daily on average. 
Producers are paid on the basis 
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Producers are paid on the basis 
they request: either liveweight or 
dressed weight basis. The pro­
ducers themselves are present 
to observe the weighing as, in 

, the past, there have been recur­
ring disagreements regarding 
this point. 
If dressed weight is chosen as 
the payment basis the Soviet 
system of commercial grades 
plays an important role in price­
finding . In this nexus, it should 
be noted, however, that the So­
viet grading system's setup dis­
tincly differs from what is cus­
tomary in Germany, for example. 
Post slaughter, each animal is 
assigned a certain coefficient 
which governs the purchase 
price. An animal falling into the 
best nutritional category is as­
signed the coefficent "2", for in­
stance. 
In contrast to many German 
operations, a great percentage 
of pigs slaughtered at the Kher­
son plant are dehided. Scalding 
equipment is only rarely used. 
After the slaughtering process, 
the animal carcasses are trans­
ported to one of the two cool 
rooms or are directly transferred 
to the deep-freeze chambers. At 
that point, the eye immediately 
meets equipment that's totally 
iced over. Since up to now en­
ergy has been offered at practi­
cally no cost, waste and losses 
in this area were of no interest to 
anyone. The freezing capacity is 
67 tons per day predicated on a 
final temperature of -35 °C 
( - 31 0 F); the cooling capacity is 
110 (metric) tons per day. 
Boning and cut-up takes place in 
the uppermost level of the three­
story -building. Through a sys­
tem of conveyor pipes, the 
sorted parts are sent down to the 
next lower level where cutting 
and salting takes place: Here, 
the first grinders (mincers) come 
into view. These grinders were 
made in plants where formerly 
military equipment was pro­
duced: no doubt a reasonable 
structural changeover, when 
meat cutting equipment is made 
instead of tanks. 
Industrial conversion, in fact, 
poses one of the greatest prob­
lems to the young Ukrainian Re­
public, as the changeover fram 
military hardware production to 
product serving civilian uses will 
put some 300,000 people out of 
work, as experts estimate. And 
the unemployment figure should 
rise by an additional 550,000 
when the Ukraine reduces its 
military strength from the pres­
ent figure of one million to 
450,000 by 1995/96, a reduction 
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Table 1: Livestock population in the Ukraine 

All farm categories 

figures in 1,000 head 1980 1986 1991 1992 

cattle, 25,368 26,638 24,623 23,728 
incl. dairy cows 9,267 8,851 8,378 8,263 

pigs 19,783 20,088 19,427 17,839 

sheep 8,815 8,879 7,896 7,259 
goats 236 343 523 570 

Livestock population on kolkhoz or sovkhoz state or collecitve farms 
(private agriculture excepted) 

figures in 1,000 head 1980 1986 1991 1992 

cattle, 21,486 22,797 21,083 20,186 
in cl. dairy cows 6,786 6,550 6,191 5,986 

pigs 15,643 15,655 14,071 12,557 

sheep and goats 8,436 8,336 7,166 6,412 

Livestock populations of the private sector 

figures in 1,000 head 1980 1986 1991 1992 

cattle, 3,882 3,841 3,540 3,537 
incl. dairy cows 2,485 2,301 2,187 2,275 

pigs 4,140 4,433 5,356 5,276 

sheep 379 543 732 843 
goats 236 343 521 569 

Table 2: Production of animal-origin farm products by agristructural 
categories 

Products 

all agristructural 
categories 

meat (in 1 ,000 tons 
dressed weight) 

park (in 1.000 tons 
dressed weight) 

milk (milI. tons) 

eggs (milI . each) 

1980 

3,500 

1,315 

21,1 

14,606 

1985 

3,918 

1,436 

23,0 

16,645 

1990 1991 

4,358 4,029 

1,576 1,421 

24,5 22,4 

16,287 15,188 

as accounted for by the state sector (kolkholz, sovkhoz and other state 
farms) 

meat (In 1,000 tons 2,320 
dressed weight) 

pork (in 1,000 tons 711 
dressed weight) 

milk (milI . tons) 15,4 

eggs (milI. each) 8,643 

as accounted for by the private sector 

meat (in 1,000 tons 1,180 
dressed weight) 

pork (in 1,000 tons 604 
dressed weight) 

milk (mill. tons) 5,7 

eggs (milI . each) 5,963 

to which the country is contrac­
tually committed. 
A second pipe conveyor system 
takes process meat to the sau­
sage-making plant located on 
the first floor. The sausage pro­
gram comprises several types of 

-~ \ 

2,617 3.099 2,756 

771 894 751 

17,1 18,6 16,5 

10,510 10,126 9,240 

1,301 1,259 5,963 

665 682 6,135 

5,9 5,9 5,9 

6,135 5,948 6,161 

cooked or scalded sausage (in­
cluding those of the frankfurter 
Npe) and sem i-durable summer 
sausages. Casings supply is a 
major problem; manufacturers 
deliver their products with little 
customer loyalty, and frequently 

a personal trip to Belarus or Rus­
sia (i. e. the places in the former 
Soviet Union where sausage en­
casings were produced) 
becomes necessary to have the 
needed supplies released and 
the contract fulfilled. 
A machine for preparing the arti­
ficial casings from reeled film 
tubing is located right next to the 
sau sage kitchen. The fact that 
the number of serious injuries 
sustained by operating person­
nel is still very limited must come 
as a big surprise to everyone 
who happens to see this ma­
chine in operation - with its 
sharp knives with absolutely no 
safety attachments provided. As 
al ready mentioned, privatization 
is still very much in its infant 
stages, particularly as far as the 
larger plants are concerned. 
That's also one of the reasons 
why 70 per cent of the produc­
tion output at Kherson must be 
turned over to the state under 
the provision of the Ukraine's 
tax-In-kind regulations. The re­
maining 30 per cent are avail­
able for barter, in other words 
they can be traded off in ex­
change for the most urgently 
needed supplies and investment 
goods. Delivery contracts which 
plants must fulfill under compel­
ling contracts also serve as an 
effective block separating them 
from the open market. The most 
gravitating disadvantages faced 
by progressively thinking cor­
porations are more than ob­
vious: 
~ companies are severely re­
stricted in independent decision­
making; 
~ own business initiatives are 
countered by reduced capa­
cities ; 
~ direct customer contact is 
hindered; 
~ free choice of distribution 
paths is countervailed. 
As was customary in all collec­
tive combines of the former So­
viet republics, the social compo­
nent plays an important part for 
the workforce in all Ukrainian 
plants also. Mrs. Yasenchuk 
must therefore also think about 
the well-being and needs of her 
workforce. A daycare center for 
small children, so called "cribs", 
cantine, an in-plant sales outlet 
as weil as assisting with finding 
living accomodations are part of 
the benefits offered by her col­
lective combine and are taken 
for granted. 
It should be noted in this con­
nection, that the sales outlet on 
the combine's premises is not 
just for meat and sausage prad­
ucts alone, but that other articles 
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needed in everyday life are 
fered as weil. In other words, 
combine's management ban 
meat and sausage to other 
dustrial combines in exchal 
for shoes, textiles and other f( 
products. This "social netwe 
of the collective combines is 
a vital contributor to living ( 
surviving in what used to be 
Soviet Union, because no ( 
could hardly make a living on 
low wages alone. 
In contrast to other collec' 
meat combines in the CIS, 
one in Kherson stands out b 
in terms of its general condil 
and its managerial leadersl 
And it stands out in a pleas 
way. Mrs. Yasenchuk, the C( 

bine's women director, and 
Mamedovich, her chief enginE 
have thrown overboard the C( 

munist dogmas a long time ( 
and are now actively engagel 
a program of modernizing ( 
expanding their plant. Mal 
shares are to be secured i 

broadened, and a new smok 
process system from German 
way on top of their wishlist. 
Unfortunately, the plant 
doesn't have enough hard I 

rency for a capital investmen 
this magnitude. Chief engin 
Mamedovich thinks he may h 
spotted one possible source 
obtaining much needed h 
currency in the sale of horn pr 
ucts. These are made in a sn 
manufacturing facility which 
annexed to the meat combi 
Here, 14 women make thl 
souvenier articles in labori( 
handcraft work at a rate of 50( 
600 pieces per month. So 
however, a distribution part 
for Germany has not been fm 
for them. 
But help is what this country 
gently needs. Sharp downtu 
in production and debt overlc 
are the characteristic sympto 
of many plants. The reductior 
consumer good production 
seen as most problematic in t 
connection. Food production 
the Ukraine declined by 13.5 I 
cent in 1991 al ready. Last ye 
there was a further drop by 1: 
per cent wh ich translates to 1 
fact that, over the past two yea 
food production dropped by 
most 30 per cent. And thl 
that's only a statistical avera 
for this entire sector of whi 
some segments are often 
much harder yet. Thus, in 19 
canned fish praducts producti 
fell by 29 per cent, milk by 31 r 
cent and cheese by 32 per ce 
But hardest hit by this food p 
duction downturn was the Ukr 
nian meat processing indust 
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ombine's premises is not 

or meat and sausage prod­
alone, but that other articles 
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needed in e~eryday life are of­
fered as weil. In other words, the 
combine's management barters 
meat and sausage to other in­
dustrial combines in exchange 
for shoes, textiles and other food 
products. This "social network" 
of the collective combines is still 
a vital contributor to living and 
surviving in what used to be the 
Soviet Union, because no one 
could hardly make a living on the 
low wages alone. 
In contrast to other collective 
meat combines in the CIS, the 
one in Kherson stands out both 
in terms of its general condition 
and its managerial leadership. 
And it stands out in a pleasant 
way. Mrs. Yasenchuk, the com­
bine's women director, and Mr. 
Mamedovich, her chief engineer, 
have thrown overboard the com­
munist dogmas a long time aga 
and are now actively engaged in 
a program of modernizing and 
expanding their plant. Market 
shares are to be secured and 
broadened, and a new smoking 
process system from Germany is 
way on top of their wishlist. 
Unfortunately, the plant still 
doesn't have enough hard cur­
rency for a capital investment of 
this magnitude. Chief engineer 
Mamedovich thinks he may have 
spotted one possible source for 
obtaining much needed hard 
currency in the sale of horn prod­
ucts. These are made in a small 
manufacturing facility which is 
annexed to the meat combine. 
Here, 14 women make these 
souvenier articles in laborious 
handcraft work at a rate of 500 to 
600 pieces per month. So far 
however, a distribution partner 
for Germany has not been found 
for them. 
But help is what this country ur­
gently needs. Sharp downturns 
in production and debt overload 
are the characteristic symptoms 
of many plants. The reduction in 
consumer good production is 
seen as most problematic in this 
connection. Food production in 
the Ukraine declined by 13.5 per 
cent in 1991 al ready. Last year, 
there was a further drop by 15.6 
per cent wh ich translates to the 
fact that, over the past two years, 
food production dropped by al­
most 30 per cent. And then, 
that's only a statistical average 
for this entire sector of which 
some segments are often hit 
much harder yet. Thus, in 1992 
canned fish products production 
fell by 29 per cent, milk by 31 per 
cent and cheese by 32 per cent. 
But hardest hit by this food pro­
duction downturn was the Ukrai­
nian meat processing industry, 
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with last year's drop amounting 
to 34 per cent alone. 
Primarily, the chief reason for. 
this decline in production is the 
fact that feedstuffs are in ex­
tremely short supply. Table one 
at the end of this article shows 
the turn that livestock numbers 
in the Ukraine have taken over 
the past few years. But these 
enormous production down­
turns notwithstanding, the 
Ukraine is, and will remain, the 
second largest food producer 
among the former Soviet repub­
lies. To illustrate, table 2 gives an 
overview of the country's pro­
duction of foods of animalorigin. 
As table 3 shows, the Ukraine 
also ranks second place, behind 
Russia, in the CIS meat produc­
tion comparison table with 3.3 
million (metric) tons dressed 
weight. This high ranking comes 
as little surprise, however, be­
cause the Ukraine also holds an 
uncontested second place by 
population. Allowing absolute 
production data to get out of 
focus for a moment and instead 
looking at per capita production 
rates, the situation immediately 
changes. 
Dividing the entire meat produc­
tion in the CIS by the number of 
people living in the Common­
wealth of Independent States, 
and taking the quotient thus ob­
tained as reference standard 
with the index norm 100, the indi­
vidual states of the CIS show this 
ranking: with an index of 206, Be­
larus takes first place by a wide 
margin; following is the Ukraine 
with 138 and Kazakhstan with 
123. The performance index of 
104 still sees Moldova in the 
above-average league. The Rus­
sian Federation (index 94) only 
makes it to rank five, and far 
below the CIS average (index 
100) are Kirgizstan (45), Armenia 
(36) and Turkmenistan (26). Way 
down at the bottom is Tajikistan 
with an index of 16, which means 
that that country's meat produc­
tion is 84 per cent below the CIS 
average. 
The fact won't be lost on the at­
tentive reader that table 3 does 
not show the 34 per cent meat 
production decline in the 
Ukraine from 1991 to 1992, but 
rather that "only" 17.3 per cent 
are stated. The following expla­
nation will clarify this discre­
pancy: All above data are from 
an internal working paper of the 
Ukrainian Ministerial Cabinet 
and thus not intended for the 
general public. The information 
given in table 3, on the other 
hand, reflects data as officially 
published by the Bureau of Stat-

labre 3: Meat production in the Ukraine as compared to other CIS 
republics (quantities stated in 1,000 tons dressed weight) 

Former Soviet republic/ 1990 1991 1992 percent 
CIS republic share 

Ukraine 4,358.1 4,029.8 3,330.5 22.1 

Russia 11,128.4 9,530.1 8,282.3 54.8 

Belarus 1,551.5 1,386.7 1,046.5 6.9 

Moldova 401.6 307.8 206.2 1.4 

Kazakhstan 1,668.3 1,633.7 1,363.1 9.0 

Armenia 99.1 59.5 13.8 0.1 

Kirgizstan 234.7 185.6 116.7 0.7 

Tajikistan 98.8 73.0 49.4 0.3 

Turkmenistan 95.5 87.6 71.6 0.5 

Uzbekistan 349.1 291.8 249.0 3.6 

Azerbaijan 122.3 102.2 74.8 0.5 

total 20,283.4 17,715.8 15,103.9 100.0 

labre 4: Meat production in the Ukraine 

types of meat (1,000 tons) 1985 1990 1991 

meat and first category meat 
subproducts, incl. among the 
above: 2,357 2,763 2,488 

- beef 1,268 1,494 1,351 

- pork 600 724 642 

- poultry meat 293 355 292 

- mutton/lamb meat 13.9 23.6 16.8 

other types and first category 
subproducts 182.1 166.4 186.2 

labre 5: Sausage products produced in the Ukraine 

types of sausage (1,000 tons) 

sausage products, total, incl. 
among the above: 

- scalded sausages/cold cuts 

- frankfurters, etc. 

- semi-smoked products 

- smoked products 

- raw sausages 

- head cheese products 

- sausage products from 
horse meat 

other sausage products 

istics in Kiev. This also goes to 
show that the Ukrainian Govern­
ment tries to hide the full scope 
of economic decay from its 
people. What should be added 
in a more positive vein is the fact 
though that the "corrected" 
figures, while covering up the 
worst peaks, still don't try to be­
little the overall downward trend. 
And this attitude should be va­
lued all the higher, particularly 
when viewed against the well-

1985 1990 1991 

768.1 900.1 851.5 

369.7 450.3 448.8 

84.6 84.2 69.7 

142.9 182.0 171.2 

59.4 62.2 50.2 

17.1 19.2 17.0 

2.2 0.9 0.8 

4.3 4.2 4.6 

87.9 97.1 89.2 

known fact that some of the state 
bureaus of statistics in the CIS 
republics completely conceal 
the real state of condition their 
countries are in. Thinking about 
this a little longer will invariably 
bring to mind what the former ~ . 

British prime minister Sir Win­
ston Churchill once said, quoted 
freely here: "I only believe in 
those statistics wh ich I have falsi­
fied myself. " 
Within the Ukraine, the Kharkov, 
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Chernovtsy, Ivano-Frankovsk 
and Crimea regions had the gra­
vest production decline. Accord­
ing to official information, state 
authorities bought 3.1 million 

• tons of meat in 1992; 698,800 
tons, or 18 per cent, less than in 
1991. Table 4 gives a compari­
son of the production of various 
types of meat as related to the 
past few years. One interesting 
information here is that the aver­
age liveweight of cattle at 
slaughter dropped by 18 per 
cent to 375 kg in 1992. Table 5 
gives a comparison of the Ukrai­
nian sausage production in re­
cent years. Sausage production 
is highest in the Donetsk area 
which accounts for more than 14 
per cent of the country 's entire 
output of sausages. 
As some collective combine 
complexes still hold monopoly 
positions total price liberaliza­
tion is not possible. Instead, 
prices are stipulated by urban 
administrative bodies which 
publish them in their appropriate 
gazettes. To give one example 
clarifying this point, in December 
1992 the Administration of the 
City of Kiev raised the price of 
one kg sugar by decree to 68 
coupons; meanwhile, that price 
has risen to 120 coupons. The 
coupon, also known as "Karbo­
vanets" is the current transition 
currency in the Ukraine, pending 
the time until the "grivna" is intro­
duced. According to recently 
published reports, President Le­
onid Kravchuk is openly thinking 
about areturn to the ruble re­
gion, as the rampant decline of 
the karbovanets coupons versus 
the ruble becomes increasingly 
obvious. While the country's re­
tail sales grew by a factor of eight 
in 1992 as a result of inflation, its 
real value shrank by approxi­
mately 25 per cent. 
Income during the first nine 
months of 1992 clearly rose by a 
factor of nine, with a factor of 
10.5 even applicable to blue and 
white collar workers' specific in­
come, and, as the Council of 
Ministers officially stated, expen­
ditures only rose by a factor of 
seven during the same time 
period, a situation in which con­
sumers find themselves as theo­
retically not worse off then be­
fore. 
But giving the situation a more 
realistic view, the retail price in­
flation rate takes on the following 
picture: From 1989 to 1990 
prices rose by five per cent; from 
1990 to 1991 by 89.1 per cent, 
and from 1991 to 1992 by a fac­
tor of 13.2. Another fact to con­
sider is that, in 1992, prices for 
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Table 6: Inflation rate in the Ukraine, 1992 

agricultural products factorial price increase 
(prices rose by the factor x) 

meat and meat products factor 14 
milk 
potatoes, vegetables 

butter factor 17 

cheese, tea factor 22 

eggs factor 18 

fish and seafood, salt factor 19 

grain products, cereals factor 23 

sugar beets factor 27 

agricultural products, total factor 20 

Table 7: Price structure as relates to selected foodstuffs (as of April, 4, 
1993) 

foodstuff unit retail price in retail price in price 
state outlets private outlets difference 
(in coupons) (coupons) (per cent) 

milk 1 liter 75 600 +700 

cheese 1 kg 2,500 3,000 + 20 

eggs 10 each 315 350 + 11 

sugar 1 kg 105 520 +395 

butter 1 kg 1,035 1,800 + 74 

bread 1 kg 45 - -
meat 1 kg 
- beef 900 3,000 +230 
- pork 500 2,500 +400 
- poultry 1,150 3,500 +204 

sau sage 1 kg 
- plain quality 900 
- top quality 2,500 

agricultural products showed a 
real increase by a factor of 20, on 
average. Table 6 shows inflation 
rates as pertain to agricultural 
products for the year 1992. 
In early April 1993, the Deutsch­
mark : Coupon exchange rate 
was 1: 1,500. Based on this ex­
change rate, a retired worker 
made 3.66, an engineer 11.33, a 
pysician 16.67 and a miner 26.67 
per month. Average wages in the 
Ukraine varied by about 36 per 
cent in 1992. 
The Donetsk area holds a peak 
position as regards the Ukrai­
nian population 's general in­
come, because miners here 
make comparatively more 
money. In further clarification of 
the situation, table 7 compares 
income structures to the cost 
structure of some vital food pro­
ducts. Market prices given for in­
dividual products represent 
rough guidelines only. In the 
Kiev region alone, retail price dif­
ferences of up to 30 per cent 
could be determined for like 
quantities and articles. 
Comparing income to food 
prices shows that a person can 

, 

hardly make a living from take­
home pay. The following rea­
sons will, among others, explain 
why people in the Ukraine are 
hardly starving, however: 
~ there are typically several 
bread-earners per family; 
~ it's no rarity for one person to 
fill several jobs at the same time; 
~ state grants, particularly for 
low income groups, are pro­
vided ; 
~ private trading is an activity 
widespread among the Ukrai­
nian population; chewing gum, 
liquor or underwear is brought to 
Minsk or Moskow for instance 
and sold at maximum profits in 
these cities. As a rule, such pri­
vately traded merchandise 
comes from China or Turkey. But 
even so, enough money is nor­
mally not available for purchas­
ing larger items as furniture, for 
example. But then, most Ukrai­
nians bought these higher-ticket 
items already earlier, during the 

.old times of Soviet rule. 
The frequently distinct price dif­
ferences between state and pri­
vate market outlets, as indicated 
in table 7, show that any kind of 

price liberalization in state out­
lets is only partial at best. Bread, 
for instance, is not available at 
private sales outlets for two rea­
sons: (a) bread is always avail­
able in the state-run outlets, so 
there are no lines of shoppers 
waiting for hours to buy bread, 
and (b) no private bakery could 
begin to compete with state 
bread prices artificially kept low. 
The question why food articles 
are still bought at private mar­
kets even though they are fre­
quently far more expensive (by a 
factor of eight for milk for in­
stance) is easily answered: for 
one, certain foodstuffs (such as 
milk) are seldom offered in the 
state outlets, and if they are avail­
able, lines from 100 to 150 shop­
pers will almost immediately 
form translating to several hours 
waiting time. For another, food­
stuffs sold in the state markets 
are frequently of distinctly infe­
rior quality. 
The most gravitating differences 
can be observed in the food ca­
tegory, particularly when it 
comes to nonessential articles, 
and in textiles. While an average 
Ukrainian will , on average, 
spend 69 per cent of the dis pos­
able income on food and cloth­
ing, the equivalent for a typical 
German household would be 24 
per cent only. Offsetting that to 
some degree, Ukrainians do pay 
less for housing, energy, trans­
port and communications. 
To many areader, the question 
will now automatically suggest it­
self as to what personal qualities 
or preconditions are necessary 
to work or even engage in busi­
ness in the countries of the for­
mer Eastern. Block. What's 
needed more than anything is 
love for the people, understand­
ing and unlimited patience, but 
also imagination, the ability to 
improvise and confidence in the 
wealth and riches of the country 
concerned. As concerns Ger­
man people, the fact that they 
are generally received with over­
whelming sympathy and friendli­
ness certainly works out to be a 
mighty ally in building such mu­
tual understanding . Two reasons 
for this affinity can be offered : for 
quite some time in more recent 
history, the western part of the 
Ukraine belonged to the Aus­
tri an/ Hungarian Dual Monarchy; 
and also, Ukrainians generally 
made good experiences with 
German settlers who came be­
fore the war. 
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